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Mount	  Rushmore	  
By Charles Baker 

 
       Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial is 
carved into Mount 
Rushmore in the 
Black Hills of South 
Dakota. The faces on 
Mount Rushmore are 
George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, 
Theodore Roosevelt, 
and Abraham Lincoln. 
They were chosen to 
represent specific 
parts of American 
history. They represent the first 130 years of American history. The faces 
on Mount Rushmore were started in 1927 and finished 14 years later in 
1941. The entire project cost $1 million dollars, but it was not because of 
the intense sculpting. The delays, totaling 8 ½ years caused the deficit. 
There were surprisingly no deaths during construction. Originally the plan 
was to carve the sculpture into nearby granite pillars known as the 
Needles. However, these were deemed too thin and eroded to support 
the sculpture. At first the presidents carved into Mount Rushmore were 
supposed to be carved from head to waist. But funding budgets didn’t 
allow for this. To start with Thomas Jefferson was carved to the right of 
George Washington. However, after 18 months it was decided that this 
wasn't working so Jefferson's face was 
dynamited off and his face carved on the 

February 2016, Issue 9 

Braves’ Bulletin 
 

	  	  	  	  	   	   Groundhog	  Day	  
 By Carmen Garcia  

     Groundhog Day is celebrated on February 2nd. People usually gather 
around and watch a groundhog come 
out of its burrow.  According to the 
folklore if the groundhog comes out of 
its burrow and the weather is cloudy, 
then spring will come early; if it is 
sunny, the groundhog will supposedly 
see its shadow and retreat back into its 
burrow, and the winter weather will at 
least last for about six more weeks. 
The groundhogs forecasts are usually 
75%-90% accurate. The largest 
celebration is held at Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. The crowds usually have 
about 40,000 people.  Groundhog Day was originally called Candlemas Day 
which was a tradition in Europe that was brought by Germans, who settled in 
Pennsylvania in the 1700s and brought the tradition to America. 

(Continued on Page 3) 

2



	  Braves’	  Bulletin	  	  

Teacher	  Feature,	  Starring…	  Ms.	  Campbell!	  
By Emma Sullivan 

Valentine’s	  Day	  Facts	  
By Giselle Rindy-Cox 

 
• Valentine’s Day is on 

February 14th.  
• It is celebrated in many 

countries around the world, 
but it is not a public holiday in 
most of them.  

• In Victorian times it was 
considered bad luck to sign a 
Valentine's Day card. 

• Based on real statistics, about 
three percent of pet owners 
will give Valentine’s gifts to 
their pets. 

• About one billion Valentine’s 
Day cards are exchanged 
each year. This makes it the 
second largest seasonal card 
sending time of the year. 

• In Finland, Valentine’s Day is 
called Ystavanpaiva, which 
translates into “Friend’s Day.” 
It’s more about remembering 
your buddies more than your 
loved ones. 

• Girls of medieval times ate 
bizarre foods on Valentine’s 
Day to make them dream 
about their future spouses. 

• Physicians of the 1800s 
commonly advised their 
patients to eat chocolate to 
calm their pinning for lost 
love. 

• More than 35 million heart-
shaped boxes of chocolate 
will be sold for Valentine’s 
Day.  

• 189 million stems of red roses 
are sold in the U.S on 
Valentine’s Day.  

 

 
I interviewed La Conner Middle 
School Teacher Ms. Campbell, 
and I found out a lot of cool facts 
about her. 
 
 
Q: What do you like most about 
being a drama teacher? 
A: I like the funny stuff that 
happens when we create and play 
games! Almost every day I am 
laughing! I also like that I have NO 
idea what will happen next 
sometimes. For example, we may 
play a game called ‘3 Item Scenes’ 
where groups create a story from 3 
random items like a broom, a piece of fabric, and a frisbee. Sounds 
normal, except the items can NOT be used for what they are really meant 
for. Those same 3 items might turn into 15 different things as we rotate 
through the groups. The broom becomes a boyfriend, a bat, and a 
microphone. The fabric turns into a baby, a queen’s cloak, and a river. 
The frisbee is a steering wheel, a time machine, and a hat. I love seeing 
students creatively solve problems working together! 
 
Q: Which college did you attend? 
A: Three community colleges, then Western Washington University. 
 
Q: How long have you worked at La Conner Schools? 
A: This is my third year in La Conner. 
 
Q: Who do you live with? Or who lives near you that’s family? 
A: I live with my husband, Sean and our dog, Salty. My neighbor’s dog, 
Lucy thinks she lives with us, but we send her home at night! Our son, 
Zack moved out last year to go to college. 
 
Q: If you could teach a different subject, what would it be? 
A: Leadership. 
 
Q: What type of phone do you have? Why? 
A: It’s a Samsung Galaxy S III. I bought it online for super cheap!  

	  
Recipe	  of	  the	  Month	  

By Allison Hill 
                    Cheesy Chex Mix 

• Mix 3 cups Chex cereal, 
• 2 cups mini pretzels, 
• 1 cup cheese crackers with ¾ cup grated parmesan,  
• ½ melted stick butter, 
• and a pinch of garlic powder. 
• Spread on a baking sheet and bake for 15 minutes at 325 

degrees. 
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7th	  Grade:	  Get	  to	  Know	  
Lexy	  Almaraz	  

	  
By Maya Masonholder 

 
 
Q: What sports do you play? 
A: I don’t play any school sports, 
but I like playing soccer. 
 
Q: Who are your siblings? 
A: My brother Isaiah is 17 and my 
brother Miclo is 20. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: Black. 
 
Q: Who is your favorite Disney 
character? 
A: Mickey Mouse. 
 
Q: What is your favorite candy? 
A: Sour Patch Kids. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: Art and soon I will play the 
piano. 
 
Q: Do have a favorite artist?  
A: Leonardo Da Vinci . 
 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
A: Dirty Dancing.  It is my favorite 
movie of all time. 
 
Q: If you could go back in time, 
what year would you go to? 
A: 1800’s. 
   
 

	  
opposite side.  A cave called the 'Hall of Records' sits behind the monument 
and contains a vault of 16 porcelain enamel panels with text of the Declaration 
of Independence, the Constitution, biographies of the four presidents and 
Gutzon Borglum, and history of the U.S.  The original sculptor, John Gutzon de 
la Mothe Borglum previously carved the same four Presidents on Stone 
Mountain. He used this vision to begin his creation in South Dakota.  

The Crazy Horse Memorial is a neighbor to Mount Rushmore. The 
sculptor of this piece of art, Korczak Ziolikowski worked with Borglum on the 
Mount Rushmore project. In the years before the construction of Mount 
Rushmore Borglum spent time with Klu Klux Klan leaders in Georgia. Some 
people, including the U.S. Supreme Court, think the U.S. stole the Black Hills. 
In 1868, long before the carving began, the U.S. government promised in a 
treaty to let the native Sioux Nation tribes keep the Black Hills, including the 
Rushmore area. But in 1874, gold was found in the Black Hills. 

Mount Rushmore 
Continued from Page 1 

 

LCMS	  February	  Birthdays	  
By Lexy Almaraz 

 
• Morgan Sidzyik 1st 

• Charity Jordan 4th 

• Kayla Rasler 5th 

• Rylee Soza  12th 

• Quentin Kaubin 13th 

• Mia Carlton 17th 

• Haley James 17th 

• Hunter Williams 17th 

• Samantha Nelson 17th 

• Emma Sullivan 19th 

• Avery Sloniker 22nd 

• Allen Bill  23rd 

• Andrea Sampson 24th 

• Hannah Grossglass 26th 

• CeCe Grossglass 27th 

• Abel Tenorio 28th 

• Zeb Joe  28th 

 

Classroom	  Spelling	  Bee	  Winners	  
     6th Grade  7th Grade  8th Grade 
Junaper Swanson         Annie Whitney         Preston Haberly 
Aliya Neal          Avery Sloniker         Ari Betts 
Savannah Radlinger        MacQuaid Hiller         Addie Reinstra 
Charity Jordan         Charles Baker         Skyler Morse 
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Issue	  #8	  Contest	  Answers	  
. 

 
 
  Mrs. Sehlin  Mr. Fraser  Mr.  Plank  Mrs. Marble   Mr.  James  
 
 
 
 
 
         
Mrs.Weber            Mrs. Thurmond         Mr. Cicotte     Mrs. Keith    Mrs. Brown 
 
 

Winners 
Lily Gonzalez  Ethan Simpson  Kali Bill   Hannah Grossglass Alex Davidson 
Aubrie Sloniker  Rylan Leonhardt  Charity Jordan  Jenna Rudig  Mia Carlton 

Top	  Ten	  Flowers	  To	  Give	  On	  Valentine’s	  Day	  
By Allison Hill  

 
 

1. The Rose (Meaning: I Love You) 
2. The Daisy (Meaning: Innocence, Loyal, Love) 
3. The Tulip (Meaning: Perfect Love) 
4. The Lily (Meaning: Beauty) 
5. The Orchid (Meaning: Love and Beauty) 
6. The Carnation (Meaning: Fascination) 
7. The Lilac (Meaning: Do You Still Love Me?) 
8. The Wildflower (Meaning: Adoration) 
 9. The Sunflower (Meaning: Loyalty) 
10. The Iris (Meaning: Faith and Hope) 

 
 

 

 

Weird	  Facts	  
    By Jenna Rudig 
 

• The musicans of the Titanic kept playing music for hours as the ship sank. 

• It took 73 years to find the wreck of the Titanic. 

• 1,665 steps are needed to climb all the way to the top of the Eiffel Tower. 

• In Greek mytholgy it was belived that red heads turned into vampires when they died. 

• Charlie Chaplin once lost in a Charlie Chaplin look-alike contest. 

• Odd and Even are common names for men in Norway. 
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Sports	  
By Maya Masonholder 

8th Grade: 
 

Addie Reinstra: 
Q: Who is your coach? 
A: Coach Carrigan. 

 
Q: What position do you usually play? 
A: I play wing. 

 
Riley Banaszak: 

Q: What is your favorite part of practice? 
A: I like the layin drill. 

 
Q: How do you think your first game went? 
A: It was good for our first game.  

 
Natalie Holt: 

Q: How is this season different from last year because you are an 8th grader? 
A: I guess because we are the leaders for the 7th graders. 

 
Q: What is your favorite play? 
A: X-games. 

 
7th Graders: 

 
Katie Watkins: 

Q: What is your favorite play? 
A: So far Brave. 

 
Q: How do you think your first game went? 
A: Pretty good, but we could have done better. 

 
Isabelle Williams: 

Q: Who is your coach? 
A:  Coach Reinstra. 

 
Q: How do you like basketball so far? 
A: It has been challenging but really fun. 

 
Ketelina O’Brien: 

Q: Are you excited for your first game? 
A: Yes, very.  I’m going to bring something to the court. :0) 

 
Q: What position do you usually play? 
A: I play point guard mostly but wing sometimes. 
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6th	  Grade:	  Get	  To	  Know	  	  
Miles	  Sidzyik	  
By Jenna Rudig 

 
  I interviewed La Conner Middle School 
6th grader Miles Sidzyik.  He is nice 
and funny. 

 
Q: What’s your favorite food? 
A: The edible kind. 
  
Q:  What’s your favorite color? 
A: Red. 
 
Q: What is your favorite room of the 
new school? 
A:  The gym. 
 
Q: Who are your siblings? 
A: Morgan, Jemma, Guliana, Vivian, 
Samantha, and Maddox. 
 
Q: What is your favorite holiday and 
why?  
A: My birthday. When I came into this 
world I made it a better place for all who 
live here.  I make the world better! 
 
Q: What do you like to do with your 
family? 
A: My sister Morgan, my mom and I like 
to watch television and go on hikes. 
 
Q: What sports do you play?  
A:  Football, basketball and baseball. 
 
Q: What’s your favorite television 
show? 
A:  Alaskan Bush People and NFL Red 
Zone. 

 
 

La	  Conner	  Tidbits:	  Did	  You	  Know?	  
	  

• La Conner is hosting a Daffodil Festival in March 2016. 
• Author Tom Robbins is a long-time resident of La Conner.  

Many of his books, including Another Roadside Attraction, 
have chapters set in the vicinity. 
 

Presidents’	  Day	  Facts	  
By Ace Baker and Allison Hill 

 
• Presidents’ Day is celebrated on the 3rd Monday 

in February.  
• It was established in 1885 in honor of President 

George Washington’s birthday. 
• Washington’s birthday was actually on February 

22, 1732 (This would be his 282nd birthday!). 
• President Theodore Roosevelt has the most 

national parks named in his honor. 
• There are three universities and the capital of 

the United States, Washington DC named after 
George Washington, as is Washington State. 

• George Washington is featured on the quarter 
and one dollar bill. 

 

Book	  Review:	  Gregor	  The	  Overlander	  	  
By Emma Sullivan 

 
 

When Gregor follows his little sister, Boots, 
into an old air duct in their laundry room, he does 
not expect to fall into a place that is called the 
Underland. Here, humans and giant insects live 
together with a fragile peace. But, that peace is 
about to be broken. Gregor and Boots will have 
to join forces with the Regalia princess, Luxa, her 
cousin Henry, the bats Aurora and Ares, the 
roaches Tick and Temp, the spiders Gox and 
Treflex, and the rat Ripred to save the peace. 
The quest might also be the only way to recover 
Gregor’s dad, who has been lost for some time. Gregor the Overlander 
is written by Suzanne Collins, and I recommend it to anyone who likes 
suspenseful stories. 
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8th	  Grade:	  Get	  to	  Know	  Troy	  Sampson	  
By Ace Baker and Charles Baker 

 
 

We interviewed Troy 
Sampson and thought 
he was very interesting 
and fun to talk to. Here 
are a few things we 
learned about him.   
 
Q: What is your     
favorite color? 
A: Black and white. 

 
Q: Who are your 
family members?  
A: Alfonso, Lorena, Lauren, Daddy, Momma. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: Shooting, building, and playing video games. 

 
 Q: What is your favorite food? 
A:  Pizza. 
 
Q: Who is your favorite teacher? 
A: The Thurmonator. 

 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
A: Toy Story.  I like to call it Troy Story. 

 
Q: What is your favorite holiday?  
A: The 4th of July!  

Get	  To	  Know	  Mrs.	  Buher	  
By Kaylanna Guuerrero-Gobert and Lexy Almaraz 

 
We interviewed La Conner 
School District Counselor Mrs. 
Buher and found out many 
interesting things about her. 

 
Q: Do you have any pets? 
A: Yes.  A dog named Duchess. 
She’s a chocolate lab, and she is 
thirteen years old. 
 
Q: Do you have any kids? 
A: Yes.   All three of them went 
to La Conner School 
kindergarten through high 

school, and they all went to 
college.  Eric is a math teacher in Stanwood, Anne has her     
masters in public health, and Carl is an engineer. 
 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
A: Finding Forrester. 
 
Q: What is your favorite sports team? 
A: La Conner Braves. 
 
Q: Would you rather live in a room full of ice cream or 
pizza? 
A: Pizza. 
 
Q: Are you married? 
A: His name is Curt, and we have been married 37 years. 

Jokes	  
By Jenna Rudig 

 
Q: What do you call an old 
snowman? 
A: Water. 
  
Q: What does a nosey 
pepper do? 
A: Get jalapeno business.  
 
Q: What did the lawyer 
name his daughter? 
A: Sue.  
 
Q: What did the duck say 
when he bought lipstick? 
A: Put it on my bill. 
 
Q: Why does humpty 
dumpty love fall? 
A: Because he had a great 
fall.  
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Up	  and	  Coming	  Artists	  

Lexy Almaraz 7th Grade 

Ella Colton 8th Grade 

Kelly Topaum 6th Grade 

Cinnamon	  Toast	  
Crunch	  
24%	  

Fruit	  Loops	  
23%	  

Frosted	  Flakes	  
21%	  

Cap'n	  Crunch	  
17%	  

Cocoa	  Puffs	  
15%	  

Top	  5	  Favorite	  Breakfast	  Cereals	  at	  LCMS	  

Student	  Poll	  
By	  Sarah	  Malcomson	  and	  Maya	  Medeiros	  
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Match each president with his picture, and you might be a winner! 
The first ten students with correct answers will win a candy bar! Just 
bring this paper to Mr. Novak’s classroom.  

Your Name ________________ 

 
   
John Adams  _____ 
 
Bill Clinton   _____ 
 
Calvin Coolidge  _____ 
 
Abraham Lincoln  _____ 
  
Barrack Obama  _____ 

 
Theodore Roosevelt _____ 
 
William Taft  _____ 
 
Harry S. Truman  _____ 
 
Martin Van Buren  _____ 
 
George Washington _____ 

• When George Washington was 57, he 
had all his teeth pulled. From then on, he 
wore ivory false teeth set in a silver plate. 

• Martin Van Buren stood 5 feet 6 inches 
tall. 

• William Taft was the first president to 
throw the first ball of baseball season, 
beginning a tradition that continues 
today. 

• Barack Obama collects Spider-Man and 
Conan the Barbarian comics. 

• A boxing accident left Theodore 
Roosevelt virtually blind in one eye. 

• A man of few words, Calvin Coolidge’s 
nickname was “Silent Cal.” 

• John Adams was the first president to 
live in the White House. 

• Bill Clinton excelled as a saxophone 
player in high school. 

• Abraham Lincoln established 
Thanksgiving as a national holiday. 

• Harry S. Truman’s middle initial S. does 
not stand for a name. Both his 
grandfathers had S's in their names. 
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 B 
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